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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To improve operability through the decease of the weight of a unit 
by providing a removable unit containing a thermal head integrally, a device 
body having a pressure contact means for the thermal head, and a connector 
arranged therebetween. 

CONSTITUTION: In a thermal printer 1 to record a picture on a recording 
paper P, a thermal head 3 and an ink ribbon R are contained in a unit case 8 
removable from a device body. The thermal head 3 on the charged unit case 8 
side is forced into pressure contact with a platen roller 2 by means of a press 
lever 18 being a pressure contact means on the device body side. The thermal 
head 3 on the unit case 8 side and the device body are electrically 
interconnected through connectors 23 and 24. Thus, since a switch drive 
mechanism for pressure contact and separation is not arranged on the unit case 
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8 side, the size of the unit case 8 is decreased, a cost is decreased, and 
weight is reduced. 
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